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The City of Ripon is in the process of increasing the water, 

sewer, and garbage utilities user fees as a result of increased 

cost of maintenance, operations, capital replacement, and 
increased state regulatory requirements.  As part of this 

process, each property owner within the Ripon City limits 

may protest the increase by submitting a protest ballot to the 

Ripon City Clerk no later than the scheduled public hearing 

on January 12, 2021 at 6:00 pm at the Ripon City Hall. 

 

DATE:  Tuesday, January 12, 2021 

TIME:    6:00 p.m. 

LOCATION:  City of Ripon Council Chambers, 259 N. Wilma Avenue, Ripon, CA  95366 

Public Hearing on Proposed Water, Sewer and Garbage Utility Rate Increases 

CUSTOMER NOTIFICATION OF PROPOSED RATE INCREASES FOR WATER, SEWER AND GARBAGE UTILITIES 

AFFIX LABEL HERE 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR SUBMITTING PROTEST BALLOT 

SUMMARY OF WATER, SEWER AND GARBAGE 

RATE STUDY REPORT 

The water, sewer, and garbage utilities are operated by the 

City of Ripon in a “business-type” manner in which the 

customers of these utilities fund the cost to operate, maintain, 

and replace capital equipment.  No outside funds are used, nor 

is the revenue collected from these funds used to provide these 

services. 
 

The City of Ripon completed a Water, Sewer, and Garbage 

Funds Rates Study report in November of 2020 that evaluated 

projected revenue and expenses over the next 5 years. This 

report recommended the following increases to user fees take 

effect on February 1st of 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024 and 2025: 

ANNUAL REVIEW OF WATER, SEWER AND 

GARBAGE RATES 

PURPOSE OF THIS NOTICE 

Each year prior to the implementation of the approved utility 

rate increases, an evaluation of the water, sewer, and garbage 

funds is completed and reviewed at a City Council meeting.  As 

part of this evaluation and review, the City Council determines 

if the full rate increase is needed or if a lower amount can be 

implemented.  Over the last 5 years, the City Council reduced 

the Proposition 218 approved utility rate increases for the 

Water Fund by 15% and the Wastewater Fund by 19%. 

$47 $48 $49
$37 $43 $49 $57

$85
$64

$35
$22 $22 $49 $43

$61 $40

$59
$84

$22
$36 $37

$23 $33

$22
$36

$21
$37

$104 $105 $108
$110

$119

$132 $132

$165

$185

$0

$20

$40

$60

$80

$100

$120

$140

$160

$180

$200

$220

Escalon Ripon,
Current

Ripon,
Proposed
Feb 2021

Riverbank Manteca Oakdale Modesto Ceres Lathrop

Garbage

Sewer

Water

The City of Ripon strives to provide a high level of utility 

service for the lowest cost.  Ripon’s utility rates are lower than 

most nearby cities, as shown in the graph below.   

Protest Ballots must be received by the City Clerk, 

City of Ripon, 259 N. Wilma Avenue, Ripon, CA  

95366 on or before the public hearing date, or in 

person at the public hearing on Tuesday, January 12, 

2021, 6:00 p.m. in order to be considered valid and to be 

counted in the protest tabulation.  The Protest Ballot is included 

in this packet. 

The City of Ripon Water, Sewer, and Garbage Funds Rates 

Study is available for review at www.cityofripon.org. 

% Increase FY21 FY22 FY23 FY24 FY25 

Water 2% 2% 2% 2% 2% 

Sewer 4% 4% 4% 4% 4% 
Garbage 5% 5% 5% 4% 4% 

Total 3.5% 3.5% 3.5% 3.0% 3.0% 



Table 1. Recommended Water Rates 

Current and recommended water rates are summarized in the table below.   

Current and recommended sewer rates are summarized in the table below.   

Table 2. Recommended Sewer Rates 



Table 3. Recommended Garbage Rates 

Current and recommended garbage rates are summarized in the table below.   



USE THIS FORM TO PROTEST THE PROPOSED WATER, SEWER, AND GARBAGE RATE INCREASES 
(2021 through 2025) 

Property Owner Name: _____________________________________________________________ 

                                                                        (Please print first and last name) 
 

 I protest the proposed increase to Water, Sewer, and Garbage Rates  
 

Property Address or 
Assessor’s Parcel Number: ___________________________________________________________ 
 

Property Owner Signature: ___________________________________________________________ 

Utility rate increases are subject to majority protest. Only 

one written protest will be counted per identified parcel. 

To protest the proposed water, sewer and garbage rate 

increase, please use the Protest Ballot above.  Protest 

Ballots may be hand delivered or mailed to the City 

Clerk, City of Ripon,  259 N. Wilma Avenue, Ripon, 

CA 95366 on or before the public hearing date, or in 

person at the public hearing on Tuesday, January 12, 

2021 at 6:00 p.m.  To be counted, all protest ballots 

must be received prior to the conclusion of the public 

hearing.  In compliance with Proposition 218, protests 

received via e-mail or fax will not be accepted. 
 

The City Council will hear public comments and consider 

the written protests regarding the rate increases at the 

public hearing. Although oral comments at the public 

hearing will not qualify as formal protests unless 

accompanied by the protest ballot, the City Council 

welcomes input from the community during the public 

hearing.  Upon the conclusion of the public hearing, if a 

majority protest does not exist, the new water, sewer, and 

garbage rates will go into effect in February 2021.  

 

 

 

 

Protest Ballots may be hand delivered or mailed to the City  Clerk, City of Ripon, 259 N. Wilma Ave., Ripon, CA 95366 on or before 
the public hearing date or in person at the public hearing on Tuesday, January 12, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. To be counted, all written 

protests must be received prior to the conclusion of the public hearing. 

PROTEST BALLOT 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSITION 218  PROTEST PROCEDURES AND PUBLIC HEARING 

California voters passed Proposition 218, the “Right to 

Vote on Taxes Act” in November of 1996. This 

constitutional amendment protects taxpayers by limiting 

the methods by which local governments can create or 

increase taxes, fees and charges without taxpayer 

consent.  Proposition 218 requires voter approval prior 

to imposition or increase of general taxes, assessments 

and certain user fees. Proposition 218 requires the City 

to (1) inform property owners that proposed rate 

increases are being considered; 2) clearly demonstrate 

the basis on which the rates are calculated; and 3) hold a 

public hearing at least 45 days after public notification.  



Proposed Water, Sewer and Garbage Rate Increases 

(2021 through 2025) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q. Why are rates set so far into the future? 

Q. Are any discounts available? 

Q. Can the City ever charge more than the approved rate? 

Q. I’ve never used any utilities from the City of Ripon system.  

Why was I notified of this proposed rate increase?   

Q. How do Ripon’s utility rates compare to other cities? 

Additional Questions? 
Visit www.cityofripon.org or  

call (209) 599-2108 $47 $48 $49
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Q. Why are the proposed changes to Water, Sewer and Garbage 

rates necessary? 

The proposed rate increases (as shown in Tables 1, 2, and 3 in this 

mailer) are necessary to cover rising costs associated with:          

1) repairing and upgrading aging infrastructure and equipment;   

2) pumping, treating, and delivering potable and non-potable 

water; 3) conveying, treating, and disposing of wastewater;         

4) removing, transferring, and disposing of solid waste and 

recycled materials; 5) implementing regulatory requirements; and 

6) employee related costs. 

The City engaged a consultant to examine current and projected 

water, sewer, and garbage revenue needs.  The consultant’s 

analysis determined the need to raise water, sewer, and garbage 

rates over the next five years. The Water, Sewer and Garbage 

Funds Rate Study regarding the proposed rate increases is 

available online at www.cityofripon.org or for review at Ripon 

City Hall located at 259 N. Wilma Avenue, Ripon, CA  95366.   

Proposition 218 requires that all property owners that currently or in 

the future may connect to City utility services are notified of the rate 

increase and have an opportunity to protest the increase.  

A multi-year rate structure precludes the need to revisit the 

Proposition 218 process more frequently, reduces administrative 

costs, and allows customers of the City of Ripon utilities to 

determine their future costs more accurately.  

No, not without completing the Proposition 218 process again. 

Low income residents may be eligible for a discount to the impacted 

rates. To learn more, please contact Ripon City Hall at (209) 599-

2108 or visit our website at www.cityofripon.org 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Q. What will my bill look like after the increase, and when 

will it increase? 

The proposed rate increases, if adopted, will take effect on 

February 1st of 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024 and 2025.   

The graph below is an example of the rate increases over the 

next 5 years. In this example the residential customer is on a   

1-inch meter, is using 16 hundred cubic feet (hcf) of water 

each month, has a residential sewer rate, and has a residential 

garbage rate with 1 black can and 1 green can.  

Ripon’s utility rates are lower than most nearby cities.  The 

graph below shows a monthly bill of a residential customer by 

utility using a 1-inch meter and using 16 hcf of water.  

Q. Do the rate increases automatically happen each year? 

Each year prior to the implementation of the approved utility 

rate increases, an evaluation of the water, sewer, and garbage 

funds is completed and reviewed at a City Council meeting.  

As part of this evaluation and review, the City Council 

determines if the full rate increase is needed or if a lower 

amount can be implemented.  Over the last 5 years, the City 

Council reduced the Proposition 218 approved utility rate 

increases for the Water Fund by 15% and the Wastewater 

Fund by 19%. 

Typical Residental Water Bill: 
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